
AMMERS
Yorkshire Amateur v Thackley

NCEL Premier Division

08Th Oct 2022 



      Welcome
To Ammers
Good afternoon all fans, players and staff, ahead of Yorkshire Amateur 
welcoming Thackley to The Southerns Stadium in the NCEL Premier Division.

We return to league action after our 1-0 defeat to Campion in the cup..

Thackley enter Leeds enjoying a three-match winning run, beating 
Knaresborough, Frickley and most recently a 2-0 victory over 
Swallownest in the cup..

We wish all the Thackley players, staff and fans a great day at The 
Southerns Stadium and a safe journey home.

The Ammers.





Yorkshire Amateur AFC was founded in No-
vember 1918 by Kolin Robertson, but only 
began playing matches in 1919. In those 
early days, the club’s fixtures largely 
consisted of playing friendlies at Elland 
Road following the demise of Leeds City FC, 
on the order of the Football Association, 
after irregularities were discovered in 
their accounts.
However, in 1920, the club decided that the 
ground was not suitable for their needs 
and sold the lease to the newly formed 
Leeds united AFC for the sum of £250.
The aim of the Ammers in those days was 
to compete as a major force against the 
professional teams in the North of Eng-
land. This proved not to be viable and in 
1920 the club became of the founder mem-
bers of the Yorkshire League. In 1922, the 
club became the first British team to tour 
in Latvia and Estonia. The club produced a 
number of leading amateur international 
players such as Joe Woodcock who, at 
left-back, was the first Bradford born 
amateur international.
The ‘Ammers’, as they were known, moved 
to their present headquarters at Brack-
en Edge in 1922 afrer using several other 
gorunds, including sharing with Harrogate 
Town. This period was by far their most 
successful for the club and a record 
crowd of 3569 paid receipts of £160 to Cl
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see the 5-2 Amateur Cup Quarter Final 
replay over Wimbledon. This was after a 
2-2 draw at Wimbledon before a crowd 
of 12,000. The Ammers had demolished 
the holders, Wycombe Wanderers, 4-0 in 
the previous round and the club’s sights 
were now set on a Wembley appearance. 
Unfortunately, Marine FC had not read the 
script and triumphed 2-1 in the semi-final 
relay played at Leicester City’s ground.
Such was the strength of the side in 
the 1931-32 season that George Hudson, 
the Amateur international and Captain 
of that season’s Football Association Rep-
resentative XI, could not make the Ammers 
side and left the club in mid-season to join 
Farsley Celtic in the hope of gaining a first 
team place. The same season saw the club 
finish as runners-up to Huddersfield Town 
in the Yorkshire League after losing 2-1 in 
a play-off. The club also reached the first 
round of the FA Cup, losng 3-1 at home to 
Carlisle United after defeating Denaby 
United, Altrincham and Frickley on the 
way.
The 2007-08 period saw John Ward taking 
over the academy and bringing a whole 
host of exciting young players with him 
to add to the players already at the 
Academy. Several Yorkshire Amateur Jun-
ior players also made the step up to the 
Academy. The Academy had a very good 
season, finishing third place in the league 

and having a good run in the FA Youth Cup.
The 09-10 season saw further changes 
made with the reserves entering the 
Lancashire League which will be a better 
standard of football than the league 
they were previously in, which will 
hopefully better prepare players for the 
demands of the NCEL.
In 2007, the clubhouse was redecorated 
as well as the addition of a separate 
changing room for female officials and a 
new dance floor was installed.
Ammers were forcibly relegated from the 
NPL East at the end of the 21/22 season 
due to ground grading issues, despite a 
10th placed finish.
Subsequently, the club was taken over 
in the summer of 2022, bringing an end 
to Nathan Cartman’s reign as manager. 
An entirely new playing squad was 
assembled, consisting mainly of academy 
players, within three weeks of the start 
of the 22/23 season.
Yorkshire Amateur appointed their perma-
nent manager Mark Maspero on the 17th 
August and he collected his first point 
later that same evening, against Bottes-
ford Town.
Maspero has since guided the Ammers to 
their first victory of the season, 3-2 away 
at Frickley, added Liam Willingham as 
his assistant as well as signing several 
experienced NCEL players.



Bah Bajaha Beetham Boafo

DialloCondeCazacuBoyd

Diallo Dike Edjangue Fernandez

Squad
22/23



Morton

Stewart

Fialdini

Juwara

Omoruyi

Thornton

Fisher

Kongolo

Pickles

Waud

Frimpong

Mannings

Rashid

Wilkinson

Jordan

Meeson

Manager: Mark Maspero
Assistant manager: Liam Willingham

Coach: Emeel Mati 
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Manager’s
Comments
Good evening Ammers and travelling Thackley supporters, players and 
staff. 

Its been a tough 10 days since our last home game. In that time we 
have travelled to the league leaders of both the NCEL Premier league 
and Division One, in North Ferriby and Campion respectively, 
competing well but ultimately coming up short in both games.

We look to turn around our fortunes this afternoon despite a number 
of injuries to regular first team players. But this has given the 
opportunity for several younger players to make their debuts.   

Thackley are another well established team who have a couple of 
players in goal scoring form. So we will have to be disciplined in 
defence and try to find the goals that we have been missing in the 
recent games.

I wish our visitors and their supporters a safe journey home.

Mark.
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July 22
30/07 | 15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	 0-1	 Goole AFC	

August 22
06/08 |15:00	 FA Cup Extra Preliminary Round......................... Yorkshire Amateur	 2-2	 Charnock Richard 
09/08 |19:45	 FA Cup Extra Preliminary Round Replay............... Charnock Richard	 2-0	 Yorkshire Amateur 
13/08 |19:45	 NCEL Premier Division............................................. Garforth Town	 0-1	 Yorkshire Amateur 
17/08 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	 2-2	 Bottesford Town 
20/08 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	 1-2	 Winterton Rangers 
27/08 |15:00	 FA Vase First Round Qualifying............................ Yorkshire Amateur	  6-1 	Longridge Town

September 22
03/09 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division........................................... Frickley Athletic	  2-3 	Yorkshire Amateur 
06/09 |19:45	 NCEL Premier Division.................................................Silsden AFC	  2-1	 Yorkshire Amateur 
10/09 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	  P	 Penistone Church 
17/09 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division...................................Knaresborough Town	  3-1  Yorkshire Amateur 
21/09 |19:45	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	  1-3	 Maltby Main 
24/09 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	  0-1 	Barton Town 
28/09 |19:45	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	  0-3  Hemsworth Miners Welfare

October 22
01/10 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division...............................................North Ferriby	  4-0 	Yorkshire Amateur

05/10 |19:45	 NCEL League Cup .........................................................Campion     1-0  Yorkshire Amateur 
08/10 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Thackley 
15/10 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division................................................Handsworth	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
22/10 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Golcar United 
29/10 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division..................................................Emley AFC	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur

November 22
05/11 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Albion Sports 
12/11 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Hallam 
19/11 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division.......................................... Eccleshill United	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
26/11 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division.................................................. Goole AFC	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur

December 22
03/12 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division............................................... Maltby Main	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
10/12 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Garforth Town 
17/12 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division...........................................Bottesford Town	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
27/12 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Silsden AFC

January 23
07/01 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division...........................Hemsworth Miners Welfare	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
14/01 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Frickley Athletic 
21/01 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division........................................Penistone Church	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
28/01 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division.......................................Winterton Rangers	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur

February 23
04/02 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Knaresborough Town 
11/02 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division............................................... Barton Town	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
18/02 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 North Ferriby 
25/02 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division.....................................................Thackley	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur

March 23
04/03 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Handsworth 
11/03 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division..............................................Golcar United	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur 
18/03 |15:00	 NCEL Premier Division....................................... Yorkshire Amateur	   v  	 Emley AFC 
22/03 |19:45	 NCEL Premier Division...............................................Albion Sports	   v  	 Yorkshire Amateur

April 23



The Dennyboys
Thackley AFC is known as “the club in the 
woods” because of its idyllic setting in 
the heart of the Bradford countryside. 
Thackley is a private company limited by 
guarantee and a true community football 
club because its location and standing 
put it at the heart of a busy and growing 
residential community. The area immediately 
surrounding the ground is used extensively 
as a leisure and recreational facility that 
attracts large numbers of our village to 
use the rural amenities for activities such as 
dog walking, bird watching, horse riding and 
rambling.

The club was founded in 1930 by the younger 
members of Thackley Wesleyan Methodist 
Church which follows the trend of church 
affiliation set by Bolton Wanderers, 
Manchester City and Aston Villa among 
others. It is rumoured that young men 
were encouraged, by churches, to take up 
football and thus refrain from frequenting 
public houses.

Thackley has a tradition of being 
administered by residents of the immediate 
locality. One of the originators of the club in 
the 1930’s was Arthur Hylton who lived all 
his life less than a mile from the ground. He 
was assisted by his brother, Leslie, in building 
up a thriving and successful club that used 
the village youth for their playing members. 
All active members of the committee, at 
this time, lived within walking distance 
of the ground and this tradition has been 
maintained to the present day. Our ambitious 

young Chairman, for example, has spent 
all his life as a Thackley resident and the 
committee is largely made up of people living 
and working within a stone’s throw of the 
club.

Thackley’s development as a thriving 
football club has been steady and 
consistent.  Progressing from the Bradford 
Mutual Sunday School League to the County 
Amateur League by 1939 Thackley has seen 
a constant rise through the league systems, 
the West Yorkshire League, the Yorkshire 
League (in 1967) and the NCEL when it was 
founded in 1982. Thackley AFC has retained a 
Premier Division place in every season since 
(the only club to have done so).  There have 
been many successes during Thackley’s 
existence; County Amateur League winners 
five times, West Riding Challenge Cup 1964 
and 1967, West Riding County Cup 1974 and 
1975 and the Bradford and District Senior Cup 
13 times (a competition record).

Recent achievements include; in the 2010-11 
season Thackley reached the final of the 
West Riding County Cup but lost in extra 
time to Guiseley having twice held the lead. 
Thackley won the Toolstation NCEL Cup in 
two consecutive years 2011-12 and 2012-13. 
Thackley’s nickname “The Dennyboys” refers 
to our ground Dennyfield which is named 
after our long serving groundsman George 
Denny who lived nearby.

Our clubhouse is named after Arthur Hylton 
who was secretary of Thackley during the 
formative years from the 1940’s until the 



Registered Players
Matthew Allison
Prince Attakorah
Ryan Basi
Connor Bell
Amir Berchil
Aidan Chippendale
Joshua Coe
Stephen Crawford
Thomas Greaves
Ben Grech-Brooksbank
Kieran Haigh
Kristian Hargreaves
Bradly Longhorn

Nocholas Matthews
Patrick McGuire
Owen Murphy
Declan Parker
Simon Poole
Tom Rose
Josh Sheffield
Frankie Sinfield
Jason St Juste
Kieran suddards
Joe Tate
Oliver Taylor
Daniel Vinten
Lewis Waddington

Luke Wilson

Club Directory

Manager
Pat McGuire

Physio
Joe Tait / Carl Clifford

Chairman
Ben Oliver

1970’s. Arthur’s contribution to the development of Thackley Football Club was greatly 
influential. Born and raised in Thackley he remained a loyal and regular contributor 
to the club until his death. Thackley has a history of long serving secretaries. Stewart 
Willingham, who has now retired from the post and is now club president, took up his 
responsibilities in 1973 and was still going strong until 2016, a total of 43 years at the helm 
of a club at this level! Stewart was able to sustain this commitment because of the support 
he received from his better half, June, now sadly, no longer with us. The hospitality suite in 
the clubhouse is named in honour of Stewart and June, the Willingham Suite. At the beginning 
of the season Stewart received a long service award presented by the FA for his invaluable 
contribution to grass roots football and Thackley in particular.

The season 2016-17 saw a record points haul for the Dennyboys – 78 points – and resulted in 
5th place finish in the League. This success was short lived, in the 2017-18 and 2018-19 seasons 
Thackley finished below mid-table in 15th position. 2019 -20 was incomplete with Thackley, 
once again in the lower half of the table when games were suspended.

Thackley continued last season, 2021-22 very much in the vein of the previous three finishing 
in a disappointing 17th position. Although they went out of the two National cup competitions 
early, they achieved some success in the County Cup and reached the quarter final of the 
League Cup. 

Thackley has a tradition that provides playing facilities for members of the community and 
this season we retain our Ladies’ team which makes an important contribution to football 
both at the club and in the surrounding catchment area



League 
table
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# Team Pl w d l F A pts +/-

1    North Ferriby 10 8 1 1 22 6 25 13

2    Emley AFC 11 6 4 1 27 11 22 16

3    Barton Town 11 6 4 1 14 5 7 9

4    Eccleshill united 11 6 1 4 10 22 19 -2

5    Penistone 10 6 0 4 20 14 18 6

6    Garforth Town 11 4 5 2 17 14 13 3

7    Handsworth 10 5 2 3 17 14 17 0

8    Winterton Rangers 9 5 1 3 19 15 16 4

9    Silsden AFC 10 5 1 4 17 15 16 2

10    Thackley AFC 10 4 3 3 19 18 15 1

11  Maltby Main 11 4 3 4 16 17 15 -1

12  Hemsworth Miners Welfare 10 4 2 4 20 15 14 5

13  Golcar United 12 4 2 6 14 17 14 -3

14  Frickley Athletic 11 4 1 6 16 16 13 -0

15  Albion Sports 10 3 3 4 11 11 12 0

16  Knaresborough Town 10 3 1 6 11 17 10 -6

17  Hallam 11 3 1 7 14 21 10 -7

18  Bottesford Town 11 3 2 7 `` 24 8 -13

19  Goole AFC 8 1 2 5 4 15 5 -11

20  Yorkshire Amateur 11 1 1 9 10 26 4 -16



Next 
Home 
Game

Yorkshire Amateur v Golcar
NCEL Premier Division

26th OCTOBER 2022 
K.O. 7:45pm

vs



Yorkshire Amateur v Golcar
NCEL Premier Division

26th OCTOBER 2022 
K.O. 7:45pm

Founded: 1918

Years in NCEL: 1982-2021, 2022-

Nickname: Ammers

Registered Name: Yorkshire 
Amateurs Football Club Limited

Home Colours: White/Blue/Blue

Alternate Colours: Blue & Red/Blue/
Blue

Midweek Matchday: Wednesday

Ground Details: 
Yorkshire Amateur AFC 
Roxholme Road, Leeds 
LS7 4JG

Tel: 0113 289 2886

Chairman: Mark Henry

Secretary: Will Bowler

YORKSHIRE AMATEUR FC - CLUB 



Thank 
you for 
your 
support

#AmmerTime



21 years of

Football Foundation

Together for football
Unlocking the power of pitches

Transforming lives
Strengthening communities

Tackling inequalities
Improving accessibility 

 
 

The Premier League, The FA and Government’s 
Football Foundation has been investing into 
communities like yours for the last 21 years. 
Building football facilities and using the power  
of pitches to transform lives.

Find out more about the Football Foundation,  
its impact and the future plans for your local area:

footballfoundation.org.uk
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 YORKSHIRE AMATEUR
 Roxholme Road, Leeds, LS7 4JG

0113 289 2886@AfcAmmers
#AmmerTime


